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           Newsletter October 2016 
Hello to all AVUN members. 

The year is cruising past with only 75 days until Christmas! 

We have an important meeting next Monday October 17th when we meet with the CEO of 
Yooralla, Dr. Sherene Devanesen.  

At this meeting we hope we can re-establish the dialogue that AVUN elected members once 
had on the Steering Committee of VASS, to be updated on where Clarendon Street fits in the 
NDIS structure, what changes there will be to the nightly cost structure?, to be given clear 
direction of what Yooralla see in the future for Clarendon Street and more specifically if there 
are any changes proposed to the protocol of entry as a resident or respite user of VASS. 
We need to bring to her attention about the poor staffing levels and how they are inadequate in 
House 2 & 3 on a daily basis where the staff ratio to residents is too low, and at certain times in 
House 1, this impacts on the staff’s ability to provided proper care and more importantly the 
hygeine and safety of the residents, evidence based studies show that low staffing levels 
impacts considerably on the health of the persons being cared for. Staff training needs to be 
addressed as does cleaning within the houses and internal and external maintenance. 
 
Members input 
Gerard Stevenson is a resident in House 2 who keeps himself busy doing some very interesting 
things with his time, take a look at his websites and the links provided, Gerard is a role model of a 
person who becomes disabled through an accident, but instead of thinking “Why Me” he puts his 
mind to good use to better someone else’s life. 
Gerard and his wife Sue are doing some amazing things. http://www.wellimaginethat.com.au 
 
Read Gerard’s blog about the latest research on spinal injuries, inspirational people, and his 
experiences since the injury.  www.standontheshouldersofgiants.com.au  
 
Rosanne has sent a link for those living at home that maybe not aware of concessions 
available to them as well as the forms required. See Attachments. 
https://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/centrelink/essential-medical-equipment-
payment 
 


